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Message From the Chairman
Richad VenVertloh

It is my pleasure to inform you that the Oatka Creek Watershed Committee (OCWC) has been activein
moving closer toward our god - the development of a Watershed Management Plan. Centra to our
effort is the newly awarded Environmental Protection Fund grant tha will provide funds for
professiond watershed planning in the Oatka and Black Creek watersheds The Genesee/Finge Lakes
Regiond Planning Coundl will be conduding the work with our assistance. We are hopdul tha
municipdities in the watershed will embrace this project and work with us during the planning process.
There are many benefitsto berealized! (see thearticle bdow)

And, findly we are back onlineagan! Pleasefindthetimeto visit our new webdgte at www.oatka.org.
We are very excited to have a comprehensive and interactive webgte that will enable viewers to explore
and learn more about our watershed. Our god is to keep it up to dae with news about our committee
and othe events taking place in the watershed. Many thanks to committee members John and Lisa
Compton for al ther hard work and CT Integration systems who hdped make the site a reality. We
welcome user feedback!

As aways, we appreciate your suppot and look forward to working with you to preserve our creek.
Thank you!

Rick

Environmental Protection Fund Grant
David Zorn, Executive Director B Genesee/Finga Lakes Regiond Planning Coundl

TheBlack and Oatka Creek Watershed Elected Officials Breakfast was hdd on February 29, 2008for
the purpo of briefing the municipdities on the upcoming Black and Oatka Creek Watershed
Management Plansinitiative.

The Town of Wheetland is the sponsr for theNY S Environmental Protection Fundgrant of $15Q000 to
be used for thedevelopment of the watershed management plan. This grant however, requires a match
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of $150000tha can be a combination of cash andin-kind services; the Rochester Area Community
Founddion has already provided a $10000 grant toward that match.

The presentation at the breakfast meeting was an overview of backgroundinformation ontheBlack and
Oatka Creek Watersheds theimportance of amunicipdly suppotted watershed management planning
process; prior accomplishmentsin thetwo watersheds fundsthat have been awarded and the matching
fundstha are required; and a proposd process for the development of thetwo watershed management
plans

It was pointed outthat watershed management planning is meant to guide land use decisions protect
property values, prioritize issues into an action plan and target implementation funding. Inter-municipd
coordinaion and collaboration are key to a successful program.

Highe land values are tied to goodwater qudity and water resource management, which is directly
related to the protection and restoration of our naural resources. Having an approved watershed
management plan facilitates theinfuson of state and federal implementation funding. It wastherefore
pointed out that watershed management planning involves oversight and involvement from stakeholders
(induding municipdities), eduction and outreach, public participaion, andfact finding; an
undestanding of theexisting state, thedesired state and an agreement on the strategies and actions
necessary to get fromtheexisting state to the desired state; and a bdanang of the qudity of sometimes
conflicting uses such asfishing, boaing, drinking water, irrigation, aesthetics, agriculture, indudrial,
bahing, hiking and biking.

Asnoted earlier there have been many successes in thetwo watershedsand therefore it is bdieved that
the upaming watershed management planning process is greatly assisted by the existence of the Black
Creek Watershed Codition and the Oatka Creek Watershed Committee; the development and
publication of the Black Creek Watershed Siate of the Basn Report and the Oatka Creek Water shed
Siate of theBasn Report; the completion and patia implementation of the Controlling Sediment in the
Black and Oatka Creek Watershed project; the Oatka Creek Watershed Guide sampling and monitoring
projects that have been completed in both streams; the development of Multi-Jurisdictiond All-Hazard
Mitigation Plansfor Genesee, Livinggon, Monrog, Orleans and Wyoming Counies; and the
development of the Oatka Creek Flood Mitigation Plan.

Oatka Creek Stabilization Project
Jack Bradbuly, OCWC Membe

TheVillage of LeRoy was awarded a$700000grant by theNew Y ork State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation for usein the Oatka Creek Stabilization Project. Thefiveyear
plan isto provide hdf of thefunds($350000) in nornrmatching grants, direct funding and Gn £kindO
services.



Trowbridge& Wolf Landscape Architects and Planna's from Ithaca, New Y ork and John Steinmetz
Planning Group have developed a conceptud designfor the project. A drawing of the project ison
display at theLeRoy VillageHall, 3 West Main Street LeRoy. Theplan isdesigned to complete erogon
control of the Oatka Creek fromthe Clay Street bridge (Rte 19) at the south end and theMain Street
Bridge(US Rte 5) at thenorth end. It indudes awaterfront promenadefor theentire length alongthe
public owned property bordering the creek bank.. A wooden board walk is planned ontop of the stone
revetment material to create thepromenade Therest of theareawill begreen space. Therewill bea
primary access point across from the Woodward Memorial Library on Wolcott Street. Also, an Q.0
shgped pier is plannal across fromtheentrance to allow visitors aview of thecreek. At the Main Street
end, aboda launch for hand powered craft is propcsed. Other amenities indudebenches, trash
receptacles and decorative lighting alongthe boadwalk.

Approximately $110000has been earmarked for the project leaving approximately $24Q000 to be
raised. Toassst in thisprocess, theVillageBoad appointed an Ad Hoc committee for matching funds
for the Oatka Creek Bank Stabilization Project. Members of the Committee indudeRay Y acuzzo, Russ
Lathan, Tim Hens Andy Olenick, Peter Loftus Jack Bradbuty, and Brian Duddy. Thework of the
Committee is to be completed by March 31% 2009.

Town of Warsaw — Salt Storage Shed
Robeat Heubush, Warsaw Town Coundlman and OCWC member

The Town of Warsaw with hdp fromthe Village of Warsaw is ready to putthe Salt Storage shed outto
bid in Juneof thisyear. Thefinancesfor the project (grants) are now in place to allow the community to
moveforward. Theexpectationisto haveit built this summer andfall so it can be used thiswinter. This
project will hdp safeguard run off that could make its way to the Oatka Creek.

This has been avery longsow process to get to this point butthe Town is determined to have it up and
running for thiswinter season. A lot of thework for thefoundaion base and the paving will be doneby
the highway crew.



